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Annie inspires 
u,ni playwright 
By TRUDY BROWN 
A PLAY about two of Charters 
Towers' most interesting female 
characters on the goldfields is being 
performed in Cairns. 
The play. called Tiptoe, has been 
written by James Cook University 
associate professor Michael 
Beresford, who happened upon the 
story of Annie Bags. 
He has woven together a tale about 
Emma Lee, who inspired by reports 
of legendary vagrants Annie Bags 
and Tiptoe Jen, decides to find out 
the truth about Tiptoe's mysterious 
disappearance. 
It is during her search that Lee be-
comes convinced elderly sisters Win-
some, Ruby and Dot are the ones 
with the answers. 
Beresford has put together a tale 
that is wrapped around a dirty, un-
stable and hidden world cluttered 
with the secrets that unly time will 
bury. 
The story is fictional, but inspired 
by the information Beresford sourc-
ed on Annie Bags. 
Legend says Annie was once a 
Prussian princess before she ended 
up a vagrant on the goldfields, sleep-
ing rough and carrying a pistol in her 
bag. 
She would knock on the doors of 
SUSPENSEFUL TALE ... JCU 
associate professor Michael 
Beresford has written the 
thrilling tale. 
locals and ask if she could play the 
piano, turning out perfect tunes. 
Annie was known for her constant 
juurneying between Townsville and 
Charters Towers, also spending time 
on some of the other goldfields in the 
North. :J 
She was often accompanied by a 
creole woman called Tiptoe Jen, who 
is supposed to have come from a 
southern state in North America. 
Beresford said Annie and Tiptoe 
were anything but sweet old 
grannies. They had a trail of dogs, 
cats and goats that followed them 
around and lived tough lives. 
The performance will feature logie 
award winning actor Carol Burns, 
known for her role as Frankie in TV's 
Prisoner, Suellen Maunder, Susan 
Prince and Kylee McDowall. 
It is being performed at the JUTE 
Theatre in Cairns until July 19." 
Carol 
Burns, Suellen Maunder, Kylee 
McDowall and Susan Price star 
in the play about Charters 
Towers identity Annie Bags, 
directed by David Fenton (front). 
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